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4.  Queequeg’s Essential Role in the Final Design of Moby-Dick
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Many of the early investigations of the composition of Moby-Dick focus on how Melville began to
re-think his project sometime during the summer of 1850—and on how Ahab and his epic battle with
Moby Dick were added after that summer, and on how an increased Shakespearean influence gave
power to that confrontation. These major and repeatedly cited changes are often viewed as the keys to
the greatness of Moby-Dick. However, more recent investigations have suggested that Queequeg (at
least as we know him in the final version of the novel) was also a late addition.

In this presentation, then, I focus on Queequeg, arguing that Melville intended him not merely as a
player with a negligible role, but rather, a character essential to his final design. The presentation
includes a textual analysis of the novel, as well as an examination of the scholarship related to
Melville’s process of composition that informs a significant part of that analysis. It attempts to show
how Melville “paired” Queequeg with Ahab in some ways, and “paired” him with the white whale itself

in others, in order to create what I choose to call “a symphonic condemnation” of Ahab and his quest.
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