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Notes of Enjoying the Boat Race 2007
ISHIKAWA, Ikuji

The Boat Race between Oxford University and Cambridge University
was held on the 7th of April, 2007. There were two races at 16:00 and 16:30.
The main race started at 16:30. It was early spring, and daffodils were in
full bloom and cherry blossoms were beautiful.

This world-famous Boat Race began in 1829. As wars sometimes
prevented the Race from taking place, it was the 153rd Boat Race then.
The orange-painted University Stone on the embankment marks the start,
just downstream of Putney Pier, and the Race ends between the stone and
the post after a distance of 4 miles and 374 yards, just downstream of
Chiswick Bridge. It was the 1845 Boat Race when the fixture came to the
Putney-to-Mortlake ‘Championship Course’ for the first time.

At 14:45 the Thames was closed.

The Isis Goldie Race, starting at 16:00, might be the race of the
reserves.

At 16:30, the Boat Race started. The spearhead was a motorboat
ridden by the officials and the next were two long narrow boats. More than
ten motorboats of broadcasters chased the two speedy white vessels. The
two thin white boats strained for victory. Eight crewmen and one cox were
on each boat. They pulled the oars and caught the water with precision.
They moved straight along like a train on the rails.

All boats hastened towards the upper bridge, making waves. The
waves spread widely in the shape of a Victorian lady’s unfolded feather fan.

Crash!! The waves began to run high, making toward the paved shore
where we stood. Against the surge we stood further back. Again and
again the big waves washed up and broke against the embankment, which



panicked people on the riverside.

Why did the waves reach us? When I watched the surface of the river, I
found the river full to the concrete riverside with water. About 11:00 a.m.
when I had arrived there, the Thames’ level was low. A lot of sandbars
could be seen on both sides of the river.

After the water was calm, I found floating branches going up the stream
slowly. The rising tide! The North Sea was at high tide, which affected
this part of the Thames. Around this time, the water didn’t flow down to
the North Sea. It stagnated or went up. It could be said that the Boat
Race took place in a large rowing course or a huge English lock which nature
had made.

Prior to the construction of Teddington Locks and Weir, the river was
tidal possibly up to Kingston Bridge near Hampton Court Park. There was
little difference in river altitude from here to the sea.

Now the Thames ran softly.

There were many men and women standing at the boat-club houses of
Oxbridge. Listening to a loud running commentary of the Race, they
fluctuated between hope and despair. Just after I passed by the boathouse
of Cambridge, the broadcast said, “Cambridge, Cambridge,” and still more
loudly “Cambridge.” “Yaaay!” shouted the people there with joy.
Cambridge had won the Race.

Thank you.
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