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4. Dreaming of the Feminine in Man: A Reading of Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men
Steve Redford (&[] K 5)

After a brief survey of relevant criticism, a reading of Of Mice and Men is presented focusing on the
theme of the “feminine in man.” First, the way in which the male ranch workers—in particular,
George—have been traumatized by the economic and social conditions in California in the 1930’s is
examined. Then, the way in which Lennie, the idiot-child, serves as a guide—one who can lead the
traumatized characters toward a path of healing—is discussed. Next, the feminine presence in the
novel is outlined. The center of this presence is, of course, the one female character, Curley’s wife, but
key male characters also embody attributes of the feminine. Finally, the tragic rejection of the
feminine by the male-dominated world is discussed, and the question of George’s emotional growth
throughout the novel—his movement toward recognition of the feminine in himself—is addressed. In
the concluding remarks, consideration is given to how this reading of Of Mice and Men places it in the
American literary canon.
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